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A lyrical legend
American singer-songwriter Neil Diamond is known the world 
over for his deep voice and affecting lyrics, his catchy tunes 
and hypnotic showmanship. New Zealanders can experience 
all of the singer-songwriter’s well-loved classics back on stage 
and in the spotlight with The Sweet Caroline Tour: A Tribute to 
Neil Diamond, coming to the Carterton Events Centre on the 
6th of December and Wellington’s Opera House on the 8th. 
Showcased by a world-class international band 
and produced especially for the theatre, The 
Sweet Caroline Tour: A Tribute to Neil Diamond 
stars Australian performer Zac Coombs. 
A professional musician and 
entertainer, Coombs has taken 
his talent arotund the world, 
performing on cruise ships, in 
intimate venues, large auditoriums, 
and on every stage in between. 
He has established himself as a 
versatile performer with an extensive 
repertoire, his quirky personality and 
offbeat sense of humour a delight for 
audiences. 
Coombs has been a part of several 

tribute shows, portraying John Lennon from The Beatles, Barry 
Gibb from The Bee Gees, Björn Ulvaeus from ABBA, and Glenn 
Frey from The Eagles, but Neil Diamond holds a special place 
in his heart because he grew up listening to his music. Coombs 
has fond memories of driving around Australia to his father's 

gigs, Neil 
Diamond hits 
always playing 

on the car radio. 
Neil Diamond has sold 

more than 130 million records 
worldwide, earning him an induction into 
the Songwriters Hall of Fame in 1984 and 
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2011. 
In 2000, Diamond received a Sammy 
Cahn Lifetime Achievement Award and in 

2018 he took home the GRAMMY® Lifetime 
Achievement Award. 

2019 saw Diamond’s hit Sweet Caroline selected by the 
Library of Congress for preservation for being culturally, 
historically, or aesthetically significant. Catch the timeless hit 
alongside many more at The Sweet Caroline Tour: A Tribute to 
Neil Diamond Pōneke performance.

Improvisation amplified by Madelaine Empson

Aotearoa artist Dave Wilson’s new avant-garde 
jazz album Ephemeral amplifies the many 
dimensions of improvisational, collaborative 
music making. Playing tenor saxophone 
and bass clarinet, Wilson was joined by an 
improvising ensemble of trumpet, guitar, 
bass, drums, and string quartet to create 

nine multilayered tracks that take listeners 
on a journey of ephemerality in all its 
shapes, forms, and intricate textures.   
Out on the 1st of December with 

Thelonious Records, Wilson describes 
Ephemeral as the most personal of his 
artistic projects to date, and therefore the 
most vulnerable. 
“The music on the record attempts to 
encapsulate feelings, moments, and 
relationships that are present in life for 

brief moments and seasons, and that 
are difficult to describe in words 

– childhood, loss, grief, family, 
connections to other species, the joy 
that can emerge after a relationship 

ends, and more”, Wilson says. “My hope 
is that the music and the stories behind it 

can connect listeners to others in their life in 

ways that are full of understanding and love.”
To celebrate the upcoming release, Wilson will perform 
two very special concerts at the Newtown Community 
Centre Theatre on the 2nd of December at 4:15pm and 
7:15pm with “some of Aotearoa’s leading musicians 
in jazz, indie rock and pop, and classical music (NZSO, 
NZSQ)”. 
Featuring Wilson alongside Ben Hunt (trumpet), Callum 
Allardice (guitar), Chris Beernink (bass), Hikurangi 
Schaverien-Kaa (drums), Amy Brookman (violin), 
Monique Lapins (violin), Nicholas Hancox (viola), and 
Benny Sneyd-Utting (cello), each performance will 
present a unique version of the album material, which 
ranges from high-energy grooves and happy tunes to 
meditative drones and intense improvisations. 
The performances will be accompanied by live visuals 
from Rachel Neser, “an incredible motion designer and 
visual artist who designs digital systems that respond 
to sound in real time through moving images projected 
onto a screen”, Wilson explains.
Additionally, the events will feature readings of the 
poetry that inspired the compositions. 
“This is the first time the project will be presented 
in its full multi-dimensional form integrating live 
improvisation, visuals, and literature.”
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0800 380 280
www.freedomalarms.co.nz 

0800 55 55 88
www.privatecarenz.com *Ts & Cs apply

With the right type of support, there’s no place like home. 

Private Care NZ is flexible and tailored to your or your loved one’s preferences and can 
help with just about anything:
ï Palliative, overnight, respite, and 24/7 support
ï No monthly minimum hours
ï Cooking, cleaning, meal preparation and ordering
Contact our team for more info:

Get freedom from worry for you or your loved ones 
A Freedom Medical Alarm provides reassurance to you and your loved ones that if urgent 
support is needed, help is just a button press away. 

• Fully-funded* if eligible 
• No additional cost for ambulance call outs 
• First month on us! 

Contact our team for more info:

www.privatecarenz.com
www.freedomalarms.co.nz

